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Definition of Pre-Assessments 
Pre-assessments are tools or techniques used to measure which objectives students have mastered prior to instruction. 
Rationale for Using Pre-Assessments
The essential motivation for using pre-assessments is to increase the likelihood of student success by matching the student’s instructional needs with the teacher’s instructional strategies.  Effective pre-assessments help build a road map from a student’s current level of achievement to the content and skills needed to meet a specific standard.

Purposes of Pre-Assessments 
Differentiate instruction 

Guide whole-group instruction 

Plan learning activities that address varying levels of readiness 
Plan instructional strategies that support access to the material
Determine which students have/have not achieved mastery of specific objectives 

Identify problems that might cause students difficulty with mastery of an objective 
Identify when each phase of TAPS is appropriate (Total group, Alone, Pairs, Small Groups)
Form flexible groups/Determine group membership
Determine mastery level of individuals or small groups 
Determine that amount of time to spend on specific content or skills
Instructional Benefits of Pre-Assessment
Determine student mastery and/or learning gaps 

Avoid teaching students what they already know 

Guide instruction to challenge students appropriately 
Guide instruction to provide appropriate scaffolds and accessibility strategies
Use planning and instructional time effectively 

Motivate students to be more involved in and attentive to instruction 

Plan more engaging, relevant and meaningful instruction 

Identify students who have extensive background knowledge in order to form expert groups 

“Think Abouts” for Pre-Assessments 
What is the standard that students need to meet?

Which pre-assessment should be used?

How is the pre-assessment a measure of students’ current level of understanding?
Does this work require a formal written pre-assessment or an informal check for understanding?  

What aspects of the pre-assessment can be used as check points and ongoing opportunities for formative assessment?
Will the post-assessment be aligned to the pre-assessment 

Pre-Assessments Menu 
Formal Assessment Techniques:   (Based on timing or availability, some of these can be problematic and are better used as an assessment of a program rather than a pre-assessment for a unit of study*) 
· Checklists of Skills (e.g. operations with decimals, using parts of speech) 

· District-based common assessments or assignments
· ELPA Scores
· OAKS Test scores *
· Instructional Pre-tests (text-based or teacher made) 

· Portfolios 

· Running Records 

· Standardized Tests (e.g. ACT, SAT 10)*

Additional Assessment Techniques:  (see Appendix A for descriptors)
Group Response Techniques (students respond as individuals, but teacher monitors the group to view trends)
Choral Response 
Clothesline (Line-up, continuum, dots)
Fist of Five 

Four Corners 

Individual Response Boards 

Signal Cards 

Thumbs Up 

Individual Assessment Techniques (Teacher still offers the pre-assessment to the entire class, but teacher also has the opportunity to look at each individual response)
Entrance Card/Warm-up 

Exit Card 

Journal/Free Write/Writing Response
KWL/Frayer Model/ Graphic Organizer
Observation 

Quick or abbreviated Pre or Post-test 
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